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§ 51.855 Reporting requirements. 
(a) A Federal agency making a con-

formity determination under § 51.858 
must provide to the appropriate EPA 
Regional Office(s), State and local air 
quality agencies and, where applicable, 
affected Federal land managers, the 
agency designated under section 174 of 
the Act and the MPO a 30 day notice 
which describes the proposed action 
and the Federal agency’s draft con-
formity determination on the action. 

(b) A Federal agency must notify the 
appropriate EPA Regional Office(s), 
State and local air quality agencies 
and, where applicable, affected Federal 
land managers, the agency designated 
under section 174 of the Clean Air Act 
and the MPO within 30 days after mak-
ing a final conformity determination 
under § 51.858. 

§ 51.856 Public participation. 
(a) Upon request by any person re-

garding a specific Federal action, a 
Federal agency must make available 
for review its draft conformity deter-
mination under § 51.858 with supporting 
materials which describe the analyt-
ical methods and conclusions relied 
upon in making the applicability anal-
ysis and draft conformity determina-
tion. 

(b) A Federal agency must make pub-
lic its draft conformity determination 
under § 51.858 by placing a notice by 
prominent advertisement in a daily 
newspaper of general circulation in the 
area affected by the action and by pro-
viding 30 days for written public com-
ment prior to taking any formal action 
on the draft determination. This com-
ment period may be concurrent with 
any other public involvement, such as 
occurs in the NEPA process. 

(c) A Federal agency must document 
its response to all the comments re-
ceived on its draft conformity deter-
mination under § 51.858 and make the 
comments and responses available, 
upon request by any person regarding a 
specific Federal action, within 30 days 
of the final conformity determination. 

(d) A Federal agency must make pub-
lic its final conformity determination 
under § 51.858 for a Federal action by 
placing a notice by prominent adver-
tisement in a daily newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the area affected by 

the action within 30 days of the final 
conformity determination. 

§ 51.857 Frequency of conformity de-
terminations. 

(a) The conformity status of a Fed-
eral action automatically lapses 5 
years from the date a final conformity 
determination is reported under 
§ 51.855, unless the Federal action has 
been completed or a continuous pro-
gram has been commenced to imple-
ment that Federal action within a rea-
sonable time. 

(b) Ongoing Federal activities at a 
given site showing continuous progress 
are not new actions and do not require 
periodic redeterminations so long as 
such activities are within the scope of 
the final conformity determination re-
ported under § 51.855. 

(c) If, after the conformity deter-
mination is made, the Federal action is 
changed so that there is an increase in 
the total of direct and indirect emis-
sions above the levels in § 51.853(b), a 
new conformity determination is re-
quired. 

§ 51.858 Criteria for determining con-
formity of general Federal actions. 

(a) An action required under § 51.853 
to have a conformity determination for 
a specific pollutant, will be determined 
to conform to the applicable SIP if, for 
each pollutant that exceeds the rates 
in § 51.853(b), or otherwise requires a 
conformity determination due to the 
total of direct and indirect emissions 
from the action, the action meets the 
requirements of paragraph (c) of this 
section, and meets any of the following 
requirements: 

(1) For any criteria pollutant, the 
total of direct and indirect emissions 
from the action are specifically identi-
fied and accounted for in the applicable 
SIP’s attainment or maintenance dem-
onstration; 

(2) For ozone or nitrogen dioxide, the 
total of direct and indirect emissions 
from the action are fully offset within 
the same nonattainment or mainte-
nance area through a revision to the 
applicable SIP or a similarly enforce-
able measure that effects emission re-
ductions so that there is no net in-
crease in emissions of that pollutant; 
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